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- Content



Production and 
Publication



Why; 
• To replace the hydrology and hydrogeology elements of the 

previous NRA guide – 2009.
• To reflect - TII PMGs, TII PAGs, EIA Directive, current best 

practice and other relevant legislation, policies, guidelines and 
standards.

• Provide better consistency across ALL TII projects. 

TII Project Manager: Dr. Billy O’Keeffe /Oonagh Duffy

Project Partners: Mott MacDonald

Preparation of the Standard/OTD included:
• Peer review by experienced water industry specialists.
• External consultation including with:

- Production

• GSI
• Uisce Eireann

• IFI
• LAWPRO

• OPW
• EPA



- Publication
The Water Impact Assessment Standard (PE-ENV-01201) & Overarching Technical 
Document (PE-ENV-01202) were published in December 2025. 

ACTIVITY - Planning and Evaluation (PE) 
STREAM - Environment (ENV) 



Overview of the 
Standard



- Purpose of the standard (as set out Section 1.1 of PE-ENV-01201) 

NOTE:
This is not a 

Drainage 
Design 

Standard 



- Standard Length & Table of Contents

Approx. 50 pages 
of main content

Detailed by 
phase

Summary 
by phase



Full details of the implementation is set out in PE-ENV-
01201. 

The Standard is to be used in the planning, design and 
construction of national road projects that:
• Require approval under Section 51 of the Roads Act, 

1993, as amended (proposed national road 
development subject to EIA Environmental Impact 
Assessment).

• Require approval under Section 177AE of the Planning 
and Development Act, 2000, as amended (certain local 
authority development subject to Appropriate 
Assessment).

• Are subject to Part 8 of the Planning and Development 
Regulations, 2001, as amended (known as the ‘Part 8’ 
procedure).

- Implementation (outlined in Section 1.4 of PE-ENV-01201)



- Competent Water Practitioner(s) 

• Some requirements and examples of 
competency for Water are provided in Section 2.4 
of PE-ENV-01201. 

• EIA Directive states ‘the developer shall ensure 
that the EIAR is prepared by competent experts’ 

• It is the responsibility of the developer to ensure, 
to the satisfaction of the consenting authority, that 
the practitioners who undertake assessments are 
expert, qualified and competent. 



Overview of the 
OTD



- Purpose of the Water OTD (as set out in Section 1.2 of PE-ENV-01202) 



- OTD Length & Table of Contents

Approx. 100 pages of 
main content + 

appendices

Further 
broken down 
by discipline

Assessment 
Process

Mitigation



- Water OTD (all the below are taken from PE-ENV-01202) 

Provides guidance & best practice methodology for Water assessment on TII Projects.



Standard through 
the TII Project 

Phases



- The Water Standard/OTD applies primarily to PMG Phases 1- 4 
(Figure 3.1)



- PMG Phases 0-1

Phase 0: Scope & Pre Appraisal
• No specialist water input. 
• Some guidance provided for the Project Manager in terms 

of water.

Phase 1: Concept and Feasibility
• Specialist water input maybe required.
• Define preliminary Zone of Influence.
• Collate and analyse baseline data. 
• Identify (and map) key constraints.
• Identify risks and opportunities.
• As required input to the identification of Strategic Options.
• Prepare inputs to the Feasibility Report.



- PMG Phase 2

• Specialist water input is required.
• Ensure water effects are considered in the options appraisal 

process.
• Undertake a proportionate assessment in line with available 

information. 
• Consideration of Transport Appraisal Framework (TAF),

Project Appraisal Guidelines (PAG), the EIA Directive (see 
RE-ENV-07008) & Flood Risk.

• Consider the need for survey(s). 
• Prepare water inputs to the Options Report. 

Phase 2: Options Selection 



• Specialist water input is required.
• A number of steps are involved in the assessment 

process; EIA/AA screening, scoping and assessment. 
• Guidance on stakeholder engagement & interactions

with other disciplines.
• Other assessments; Flood Risk & Water Framework 

Directive Compliance Assessment.  
• Prepare water inputs to the Phase 3. 

deliverables/reporting e.g. EIAR, NIS, CEMP, Schedule 
of Environmental Commitments.

- PMG Phase 3

Phase 3: Design and Environmental Evaluation



- Assessment of the Proposed Project

• Assessment based on sensitivity of receptors and magnitude of impact in line with EPA 
Guidance. 

• OTD provides magnitude and sensitivity criteria for Water assessment.



- PMG Phase 4 & 5-7

• Specialist Water input maybe required.
• Standard provides guidance in relation to 

Phase 4.

• High level in nature for Phase 5-7.   

Phase 4: Statutory Process 

Phase 5-7:



Summary & 
Next Steps



- Summary 

• Evolution of the previous NRA guidelines. 
• Provide PMs with guidance on competent experts. 
• Support a consistency in approach to water assessment through project phases for TII 

National Road projects. 
• Focuses more heavily on the interactions with other discipline notably biodiversity. 
• It is to be applied in a manner that is proportionate to the complexity, scale, and likely 

significance of water environment effects.
• No significant change to resource needed to complete the Water assessment (compared with 

the previous guidance and current best practice).

• The Soils & Geology elements of the 2009 NRA guide will remain valid until a new Standard 
is developed in the future. The previous NRA guide has now been made available on TII 
publication website as a reference document (PE-ENV-01116).  

- Next Steps



Thank you




