
Transport Infrastructure Ireland

Brian O’Flaherty

Departures from Standards

TII Standards Roadshow June 2025



• What is a Departure From Standard

• Access to the DFS Portal

• Common Issues

Overview

GE-GEN-01005 Departures from Standards

Design Reports in accordance with DN-GEO-03030

• When to Submit

• Information Required

• Common Issues



GE-GEN-01005
Departures From Standards



A Departure from Standard is defined as a deviation from the 

requirements of TII Standards and may mean any of the following:

a) The use of technical design standards and/or specifications other 

than those in TII Standards;

b) The use of a set of requirements or additional criteria for any 

aspect of the works for which requirements are not defined in the 

Specification or Requirements for Measurement and Pricing;

c) The use of a technical design standard or specification in a 

manner or circumstance which is not permitted or provided for in 

such directive or specification;

d) The use of a combination of Relaxations as set out in the relevant 

Standards;

e) A combination of any of the above.

GE-GEN-01005 Departures From Standards

What is a Departure from Standard?



Departures Portal - Registration & Access
• All Departures are submitted using the TII Web-based Departures Portal at https://dfs.tii.systems/login

➢ Accessed via TII Publications (https://www.tiipublications.ie/ )or via TII Web Application Portal (https://web.tii.ie/index.html)

• Email infoDEPS@tii.ie to request access, to set up a new project group or to be added to an existing project group.

➢ Automatic reply will direct you to an online registration form.

https://dfs.tii.systems/login
https://web.tii.ie/index.html
mailto:infoDEPS@tii.ie


DFS Online User Registration Form

General User Information Relevant Road Authority Contact

Additional Users

Project Information



Departures Portal User Manual

• User manual available from TII Publications 

➢ https://www.tiipublications.ie/downloads/departures-from-standards/User-Manual-Departures.pdf

https://www.tiipublications.ie/downloads/departures-from-standards/User-Manual-Departures.pdf


Departures applications are submitted via the online Departures Portal, reviewed by TII and returned to the 

Applicant as one of the following:

• Accepted: A Departure providing an acceptable solution in the particular circumstances for that element 

of the works provided that any mitigation measures proposed by the Designer or conditional to that 

acceptance are also incorporated into the design and works.

• Refused: A Departure that is unacceptable to TII. The Applicant may submit a new Departure 

Application with an alternative solution.

• Rejected: A Departure with insufficient, inappropriate, or contradictory information where it is not 

possible to form a conclusive decision. The Applicant has the option to provide additional information to 

address the reasons for rejection and resubmit if they so wish.

** Any Departure from the mandatory requirements of TII Standards must be formally

accepted by TII prior to incorporation into the design and works as outlined in this Standard. 

Acceptance cannot be given retrospectively. **

GE-GEN-01005 Departures From Standards

Departure Decisions



• Departures must be ‘Parked’ before supporting documents can be 
uploaded.

• Departures submitted prematurely – not confirmed if it will be 
incorporated into the design at time of submission. 

• No supporting information submitted – text only submission.

• Wrong standard selected, or mis-quoted reference within departure 
application form – unclear information.

• Departure centre point is incorrect – select it on the map!

Common Issues with DFS Applications



DN-GEO-03030
Design Phase Procedure for 

Road Safety Improvement Schemes, 

Urban Renewal Schemes and 

Local Improvement Schemes



“This standard is to be used for the design phase of all schemes on 
national roads, whether funded by TII or not, which have design 
elements, which have a cost estimate of less than €5m and which are 
not otherwise being progressed in accordance with the procedures set 
out in the TII Project Management Guidelines, PE-PMG-02041.”

DN-GEO-03030 – When to Use It?



Examples where DN-GEO-03030 is applicable



• The purpose of the Design Report is to address and present issues relating to compliance with the relevant parts of the TII 
Publications (Standards) for the preferred option.

➢ Should address technical elements only.

• Design Reports must be submitted for review via the TII Departures Portal – registration & access as per GE-GEN-01005.

• Should be submitted prior to Statutory Processes. E.g. Part 8

• Sample reports are linked with DN-GEO-03030 & are available at https://www.tiipublications.ie/downloads/

The Design Report – What is it?

https://www.tiipublications.ie/downloads/


• Contents as per sample report

➢ If headings are not relevant these can be marked as 
N/A or removed.

➢ Headings can be added as deemed necessary. 

• Design Drawings – updated to incorporate RSA 
comments prior to submission of design report.

• Road Safety Audit to include signed feedback form.

• Total Scheme Budget (refer to PE-PMG-02044).

• Project Appraisal Balance Sheet. 

• Departure Application Forms.

• Quality Audit & DMURS Compliancy Statement where 
applicable.

The Design Report – What is Required?



• Report content – not enough information provided on the 
proposed scheme. 

• Design Drawings

➢ Not updated to incorporate RSA comments prior to 
submission of design report.

➢ Insufficient detail provided to allow for complete review.

• Road Safety Audit 

➢ Does not to include signed feedback form.

➢ Where required, exceptions report are to be approved by TII 
prior to acceptance of the design report.

➢ Appropriate RSA not complete – Stage 2 appropriate for 
most schemes!

• Departure Application Forms – referenced within body of 
report but individual departure application forms not included 
as an appendix. ( https://www.tiipublications.ie/downloads )

• Quality Audit & DMURS Compliancy Statement not provided 
where applicable.

• Relevant Publication – always DN-GEO-03030.

The Design Report – Common Issues!

https://www.tiipublications.ie/downloads


    tii ie in   tii ie                   

Thank you

Queries – infoDEPS@tii.ie

mailto:infoDEPS@tii.ie
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