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1. NTA’s role in technical standards / guidance
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 Limited national standards in relation to sustainable
transport infrastructure and universal design of transport

BusConnects Dublin
Core Bus Corridors
Infrastructure Works

Scheme Names:

Multiplicity of various documents from different agencies

 Lack of consistency in approach and application across local
authorities, transport authorities and operators

* NTA now funding the active travel and bus infrastructure

nationally
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1. NTA’s role in technical standards / guidance

NTA

Unlike Department of Transport and TII,
NTA does not have statutory powers to
set standards but has powers to publish
certain guidance e.g. Traffic Management
Guidelines

NTA can publish guidance and seek its
adoption into standards

NTA can mandate the use of guidance on
NTA funded projects
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Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008 (as amended)

Traffic management guidelines.

66— (1) The Authority may, in relation to the implementation of its traffic management plan F45[for the GDA] or otherwise

for the purposes of traffic management F45[in the State], issue guidelines ko road authorities in relation to all or any of the
following:

(a) the location and provision of traffic signs (within the meaning of section 95 of the Act of 1961),

I(b) the locakion of bus stops and bus stands, I

() the design, provision, maintenance and operation of traffic information systems and traffic management control
systems,

(d) the design, provision, maintenance and management of bus priority schemes and walking and cycling facilities,

(e) the design, provision and management of facilities for the parking of vehicles,
(/) the design and management of planned construction works which are likely to affect traffic management, and

(g) the additional works or activities, if any, within the statutory responsibilities of road authorities that the Authority
deem appropriate for the effective implementation of its traffic management plan.

(2) Before issuing guidelines to a road authority under subsection (1), the Authority shall consult with and consider the views
of the NRA in relation to the proposed guidelines.

(3) The Authority may, until the commencement of section 16 of the Road TraFfic Ack 2002, in relation to the
implementation of its traffic management plan or otherwise for the purposes of traffic management, issue guidelines to the
Commissioner in relation to the location of bus stops and bus stands.

(4) The Authority may where it deems it appropriate to do so revise or withdraw a guideline under this section.

(5) Road authorities and the Commissioner, as the case may be, shall have regard to guidelines issued by the Authority under
this section.




2. Recent work on technical standards and guidance

Responding to the absence of technical guidance, the NTA has developed various guidance to date
to support investment programmes such as Active Travel, Safe Routes to School & BusConnects.

Greening and Nature-

Lased Sustaiiahle Access Control of Active Rapid Build Active Travel
Drainage Systems for Travel Facilities Facilities NTA Advice
Cycle Design Manual Active Travel Schemes (Publication) Note

https://www.nationaltransport.ie/planning-and-investment/transport-investment/active-travel-investment-programme/active-travel-publications/



https://www.nationaltransport.ie/planning-and-investment/transport-investment/active-travel-investment-programme/active-travel-publications/

2. Recent work on technical standards and guidance

Responding to the absence of technical guidance, the NTA has developed various guidance to date
to support investment programmes such as Active Travel, Safe Routes to School & BusConnects.
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Including Rapid Build

NTA Guidance for EIA Infrastructure Equality
Options Design Guide and AA Screening Guidance

Safe Routes to School

https://www.nationaltransport.ie/planning-and-investment/transport-investment/active-travel-investment-programme/active-travel-publications/
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2. Recent work on technical standards and guidance

Responding to the absence of technical guidance, the NTA has developed various guidance to date
to support investment programmes such as Active Travel, Safe Routes to School & BusConnects.

Udards Naisiunta lompair \\~ | E
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Specification of Red Surface
Course for Use on Off-Road
Urban Cycleways

- Interim Technical Advice

April 2023

NTA

6mm Stone Mastic Asphalt with red pigmentation
Developed in conjunction with industry experts and TlI
Provides strong visual contrast

Improves legibility and coherence i.e. red surface = cycle
surface

Mandatory use on NTA funded cycle tracks

NB: Red surfacing not recommended on shared paths

Udaras Naisitnta lompair https://www.nationaltransport.ie/publications/nta-off-road-urban-cycleways/
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https://maps.app.goo.gl/dKNcc1TSwC35wpKq7

2. Recent work on technical standards and guidance

Recent work on standards & guidance with DoT

Zebra Crossing Pilot

Scheme Technical
Literature Review

NTA
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2. Recent work on technical standards and guidance

Recent work on standards & guidance with DoT

NTA Advice Note 6
o Priority Junction
Tightening Measures

ACTIVE TRAVEL GUIDANCE NOTE

Junction Tightening Schemes l
! " |

Design Manual for
Urban Roads and Streefts

NTA /TD / AN1 July 2021
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2. Recent work on technical standards and guidance

Recent work on standards & guidance with DoT

* Cycle Design Manual — TSM & Legislation Update

An Roinn Iompair
Department of Transport

Necessitated updates to:

. * Road Traffic (Signs) Regulations 2024
Cycle Design Manual

September 2023

* Road Traffic (Traffic & Parking) Regulations
1997 (as amended)

e Traffic Signs Manual

It is noted that some newer features will
require amendments to legislation which
is underway. Designers should check with
the NTA prior to installing any of the new
features as it is expected to take 18 to

24 months from release date to have all

/N legislative changes in place.
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2. Recent work on technical standards and guidance

Recent work on standards & guidance with DoT

* Cycle Design Manual — TSM & Legislation Update

Subject Areas Grouping by Priority Pilot/Testing Timeline

o Group 1: Non-Legislative : TSM Interim December
Traffic Signals Changes (TSM only) NopRepdied 2024

Bus Signs & Markings

Amended Traffic
Group 2: Higher Priority Signs Regulations
Legislative and TSM changes Amended T&P
Cycle Signs & Markings Trial/Pilot Testing Regulations
of certain Final TSM
elements :

Group 3: Lower Priority YREIon'S
Crossings Legislative and TSM changes Advice Notes for
certain elements

NTA
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2. Recent work on technical standards and guidance

Recent work on standards & guidance with DoT

* Cycle Design Manual — TSM & Legislation Update

Sraid Scoile
SCHOOL STREET
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08:00-09:00

New Regulatory signage including: ON- ERL”

RUS 032A

CYCLE STREET
Sraid rothar

oD

| =
/" m
? AUS 067 RUS 068

Udaras Naisianta lompair
National Transport Authority




2. Recent work on technical standards and guidance

Recent work on standards & guidance with DoT

* Cycle Design Manual — TSM & Legislation Update

New Regulatory road markings including:

RRM 036 RRM 037

Regulatory Cycle Non-Segregated
Track Symbol Shared Cycle Track

Elephant’s Symbol
Footprint

RRM 038

Marking

NTA
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2. Recent work on technical standards and guidance

Recent work on standards & guidance with DoT

* Cycle Design Manual — TSM & Legislation Update

Update of cycle track formation

Cycle
— Track

RRM 023 RRM 022 RRM 038
Broken Edge Edge Line Elephant's
e Footprint Marking

RUS 009 RUS 058 RUS 059 ; Lin

An upright sign (RUS 009/058/059) At least one regulatory marking
(RRM 036/RRM 022/RRM 023/RRM 038)

NTA
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2. Recent work on technical standards and guidance

Recent work on standards & guidance with DoT

* Cycle Design Manual — TSM & Legislation Update

Low Level Directional Cycle Signals:
« RTS 007(L) Left

« RTS 007(S) Straight

« RTS 007(R) Right

« RTS 007(SL) Straight + Left

« RTS 007(SR) Straight +Right

NTA
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3. Overview of NTA Technical Standards Section

* Recently established

e Strategy and implementation framework in development " =
* NTA Technical Standards section will, inter alia: 3 ;;’;'f% . = Silon
: , Sa® Z provifing S foresegable
v' Identify areas where guidance and standards are explanatlun £8
required for sustainable transport investment “determmlﬁ” 3
. &0 aimedipleentation « 2.
v' Create a framework for guidance and standard S '”éJf';‘ﬁQ ami]"%g"t‘ltseépmgﬂ}alruo"prllaul:
development detailed Standards %gg picipes 2
. . mnl g trinng S
v' Engage with other agencies in development of standards ot =

v'  Participate in the DoT National Guidelines and Standards
Group

v" Review best practice internationally

v Undertake trials and research
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3. Overview of NTA Technical Standards Section

Current areas of focus include:

Bus Stop Design Guide (Draft complete)

* Update Cycle Design Manual (Q4 2025)

* Typical Construction Details (Q3/4 2025)

* Deviation from guidance process (Q3 2025)
* Traffic calming guidance (Draft complete)

* Wayfinding Strategy (on-going)

NTA

Udaras Naisianta lompair
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Equality Impact Assessment Guidance (Q4 2025)
Accessibility Guidance (on-going)

Public Transport Design Guide (2026)

Auditing of compliance (on-going)

Training (on-going)



Thank You

TechnicalStandards@nationaltransport.ie

NTA
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